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INTER-AGENCY MEETING ON OUTER SPACE ACTIVITIES

OPEN INFORMAL SESSION 2008

"Public-private Partnerships and Innovative Funding Approaches

in the United Nations System to Promote

the Use of Space Technology and its Applications"


Venue:
1211 Geneva, Palais des Nations, Building E, Room XXIII


Date:
Friday, 18 January 2008


Time:
14:30 – 17:30


Since 2004 the United Nations Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities has held open informal sessions for members of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space to provide a constructive mechanism for an active dialogue between the entities of the United Nations system and member States of the Committee. This year’s open informal session will address the theme "Public-private partnerships and innovative funding approaches in the United Nations system to promote the use of space technology and its applications".


Member States are increasingly calling upon the United Nations system to engage in mutually-beneficial public-private partnerships and to seek innovative funding approaches in support of implementing mandated activities with greater efficiency and effectiveness. The open informal session will be an opportunity for the United Nations entities involved in space-related activities to enter into a dialogue with Member States to:

· Provide a review of existing or planned public-private partnerships and innovative funding approaches in the United Nations system to promote the use of space technology and its applications;

· Consider the motives and priorities of the private sector and of United Nations entities to engage in such partnerships;

· Discuss the potential challenges to public-private partnerships and innovative funding approaches, including issues of ethics and interests of Member States;

· Identify other possible forms of innovative partnerships.


The discussions may contribute to improving existing or devising new forms of public-private partnerships or fundraising activities and to identifying potential synergies between Member States and the United Nations entities in support of this process.
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AGENDA

	14:30
	Introductory Remarks
	
	Chairperson of the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities

	
	Introduction of Participants (Tour de Table)
	
	All Participants

	
	Presentations on Public-private Partnerships and Innovative Funding Approaches in the United Nations system to promote the use of space technology and its applications
	
	

	14:45
	· OOSA Activities Related to Public-Private Partnerships and Innovative Funding Approaches
	
	OOSA/UN-SPIDER

	
	· Public-Private Partnerships in the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction
	
	ISDR

	
	· Example of Public-Private Partnerships in the Framework of the AFREF Project
	
	ECA 

	
	· Framework for Partnership within the UNSDI
	
	UNGIWG

	
	· Public-Private Partnerships and Innovative Funding Approaches Employed by UNOSAT
	
	UNOSAT


	
	· Other United Nations entities and Committee members may wish to provide briefings on their initiatives related to the session’s theme
	
	

	
	Summary of Issues of Interest and Concern to the United Nations Entities and Members of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
	
	Chairperson of the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities

	16:40
	Questions and Answers
	
	All Participants

	
	Discussion among Participants 
	
	

	17:30
	Concluding Remarks
	
	Chairperson of the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities
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