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United Nations Inter-Agency Meeting 
on Outer Space Activities
Twenty-eighth session

Geneva, 16 – 18 January 2008
INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS

A.
PLACE OF THE MEETING

Opening date and place of the session

1. The twenty-eighth session of the United Nations Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities will be held at the headquarters of the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) Operational Satellite Applications Programme in the Conference Room XXIII, Building E, Palais des Nations in Geneva.
2. The session will begin on Wednesday, 16 January 2007, at 10:00 a.m. in the Conference Room XXIII, Building E at the Palais des Nations. The morning sessions will be held between 10:00 and 13:00, and the afternoon sessions will take place from 15:00 to 18:00.
Security: registration and conference passes

3. United Nations staff with a valid badge and Laissez-Passer do not require a conference pass. Non-UN experts do require registering and obtaining a conference pass. To do so please contact UNOSAT (Olivier.vandamme@unitar.org) Delegates must register in advance. Security identification badges are delivered upon provision of an accreditation request duly approved by the secretariat of the conference (Olivier.vandamme@unitar.org). Delegates may collect their security identification badges at the Pass and Identification Unit at the following address:

Pass and Identification Unit

UNOG Security and Safety Section

Pregny Gate

8 - 14 avenue de la Paix

1211 Geneva 10

The office is open on working days, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Tel.: +41 (0) 22 917 50 02 / + 41 (0) 22 917 50 42 / + 41 (0) 917 12 40

Fax.: + 41 (0) 22 917 04 94 / + 41 22 (0) 917 04 93

Public transport
4. The Palais des Nations is served by several tram and bus lines: Buses 8, 28, F, V and Z serve Pregny Gate (Appia stop) where the Pass and Identification Unit is located. Trams number 13 and 15, as well as buses 5, 8, 11, 14, 28, V, F, and Z serve Palais des Nations. Palais des Nations, where the Nations Gate is located, is some 500 metres away from the Pregny Gate. 
Taxis 

5. A taxi stand is located on Route de Pregny, some 25 metres from the Pregny Gate, direction Palais des Nations. Taxis are usually available round the clock. The following direct telephone number will ensure arrival within minutes: +41 (0) 22 331 41 33. 

Private vehicles (for members of permanent missions only)
6. Delegates may drive to the Palais des Nations and park their vehicles in the parking lots in the compound, provided they have been delivered a parking sticker. Parking stickers are issued upon written request from the permanent missions. They can be collected from the Pass and Identification Unit of the Security and Safety Section at the Pregny Gate at the same time as the delegates' security identification badges. Please note that the access doors within the buildings are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Catering services

7. The Palais des Nations has s cafeteria, a restaurant, a bar and a lounge, all located in Building E or immediately nearby.  The opening hours of the catering services is 08:00 – 18:00

Banks

8. Two banks are available on the premises, as well as two ATM
Medical services

9. The UN Medical Services and first aid are available on the premises. In case of medical emergency you have to contact a security staff or dial 112 from any internal phone.
Postal service

10. A post office is available at Door 6, which provides all regular postal services Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 18:00

Travel services

11. Carlson Wagonlit Travel is at the disposal of participants requiring assistance with such matters as travel, sightseeing, car rental and excursions. The travel office is located in the lobby adjacent to Door 6.  The office hours are Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 17:00.

Smoking

12. Smoking is not allowed anywhere inside the Palais de Nations.
Mobile telephone

13. Use of mobile telephone is not allowed in the conference rooms.

Secretariat

United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs

Vienna International Centre
Wagramerstrasse 5, 1220 Vienna, Austria

Tel: 

+43 1 26060 4950

Fax:

+43 1 26060 5830

E-mail:
oosa@unvienna.org 

Web site:
http://www.unoosa.org

Focal points for the Meeting

Mr. Jamshid Gaziyev

Associate Programme Officer

United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs

Vienna International Centre, Room. E0967

P.O. Box 500, 1400 Vienna, Austria

Tel:
+43 1 26060 4958

Fax:
+43 1 26060 5830

E-mail:
jamshid.gaziyev@unvienna.org

Mr. Olivier Van Damme
Programme Officer for Inter-agency Affairs
UNITAR - Operational Satellite Applications Programme (UNOSAT)
Palais des Nations

1211 Geneva, Switzerland

Tel:
+41 22 917 8650
Fax: 
+41 22 917 8062

E-mail: 
Olivier.vandamme@unitar.org

B.
TRAVEL INFORMATION
Language, Currency and Credit Cards

14. The language spoken in Geneva is French. English is understood by most people. The currency used is the Swiss Franc (CHF) but several restaurants and shops accept Euros. Most hotels, restaurants and shops accept internationally valid credit cards.

Time Zone

15. Switzerland follows Central European Time, GMT + 1:00.

Electricity

16. The electric voltage is 220 volts (50 cycles). A standard voltage converter and plug adapter should be sufficient for conversions. Normally, the electrical outlets in Geneva require a Swiss three-prong plug with round prongs.

Shopping

Shops are generally open from 09:00 to 19:00 p.m. on Monday to Saturdays.  Shops are closed on Sundays.

17. Arrival at the Geneva Airport 
Geneva airport is inside the town itself and is conveniently serviced by Bus 10 going directly to the centre. The number 28 bus serves Cointrin Airport from the Place des Nations. The cost of a one hour ticket is 3 Francs. Taxis are available immediately outside the arrival lounge. The average taxi ride from the airport to the town centre is 25 Francs.
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