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In its resolution 61/111 of 14 December 2006, the General Assembly noted with satisfaction that the open informal meetings, held in conjunction with the annual sessions of the Inter-Agency Meeting and in which representatives of member States and observers of the Committee participated, provided a constructive mechanism for an active dialogue between the entities of the United Nations and the member States and observers of the Committee. 


At its forty-third session in 2006, the Subcommittee noted that, immediately following its twenty-sixth session, on 20 January 2006, the Inter-Agency Meeting had held its third open informal session on the theme “Space technology for sustainable development and disaster management: opportunities within the United Nations system”.


Taking into consideration the interest of members of the Committee and the Inter-Agency Meeting to continue holding similar open informal sessions, the Inter-Agency Meeting will hold its fourth open session immediately following its annual session, on Friday afternoon, 19 January 2007. 


Pursuant to the agreement of the Meeting, the agenda of the fourth open informal session was prepared in consultation with the focal points of the Meeting (see Annex I). Attached is also the provisional list of participants in the open informal session (see Annex II).


This year’s open informal session will address “The use of space-derived geospatial data for sustainable development in the United Nations system”. The focal points of the Interagency Meeting agreed on this topic in view of a new agenda item on space-derived geospatial data for sustainable development that will be included on the agenda of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space under a three-year workplan, starting with its fiftieth session to be held from 6 to 15 June 2007. 


In the work to be conducted during the first year of the workplan the Committee seeks to identify and assess the interfaces among existing international forums where countries undertake discussions regarding the implementation of space-derived geospatial data infrastructures, in order to avoid duplication of international cooperative efforts. 


The Inter-Agency Meeting may wish to consider the preparations for discussions during the open session and refine the agenda as necessary.

Annex I

INTER-AGENCY MEETING ON OUTER SPACE ACTIVITIES

OPEN INFORMAL SESSION

"The use of space-derived geospatial data for

sustainable development in the United Nations system"


Venue:
Vienna International Centre, Conference Room II


Date:
Friday, 19 January 2007


Time:
14:30 – 17:30 hrs.

	14:30
	Introductory remarks
	
	Chairperson of the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities

	
	Introduction of participants
	
	All participants

	
	The use of space-derived geospatial data for sustainable development in the United Nations system
	
	

	14:40
	· Presentation of the theme and its relevance in relation to the work schedule of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS)
	
	Office for Outer Space Affairs

	
	· United Nations Spatial Data Infrastructure (UNSDI)
	
	UNGIWG (invited)

	
	· UNOSAT activities in the use of space-derived geospatial data
	
	UNOSAT

	
	· Example of use of space-derived geospatial data in the context of the WHO/EMRO Atlas of Disaster Risk
	
	WHO

	
	· [...]
	
	[...]

	
	· Briefings on initiatives and activities in the use of space-derived geospatial data for sustainable development (max. 30 min. in total)

(Interested United Nations entities and Committee members may wish to provide short briefings on their initiatives related to the Session’s theme; briefings will be scheduled on a first-come, first-served basis.)
	
	

	
	· International Committee on Global Navigation Satellite Systems (ICG)
	
	[tbd]

	
	· United Nations Platform for Space-based Information for Disaster Management and Emergency Response (SPIDER)
	
	[tbd]

	
	Summary of issues of interest and concern to the United Nations entities and members of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
	
	Chairperson of the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities

	16:40
	Questions and answers
	
	

	
	Discussions among United Nations entities and member States of the Committee 
	
	

	17:30
	Concluding remarks
	
	Chairperson of the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities


Annex II

INTER-AGENCY MEETING ON OUTER SPACE ACTIVITIES

OPEN INFORMAL SESSION

"The use of space-derived geospatial data for

sustainable development in the United Nations system "


Venue:
Vienna International Centre, Conference Room II


Date:
Friday, 19 January 2007


Time:
14:30 – 17:30 hrs.

Provisional List of Participants
Representatives of the United Nations entities

	Organization
	Participant

	Office for Outer Space Affairs
	Mr. Sergio Camacho

Director

	Office for Outer Space Affairs
	Mr. Niklas Hedman

Chief of Section

	Office for Outer Space Affairs
	Mr. Werner Balogh

Programme Officer

	Office for Outer Space Affairs
	Mr. Jamshid Gaziyev

Associate Programme Officer

	International Strategy for Disaster Reduction
	Mr. Douglas Pattie

Coordinator

PPEW/Bonn

	Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
	Mr. Suha Ulgen

Technical Coordinator

	United Nations Institute for Training and Research Operational Satellite Applications Programme
	Mr. Alain Retiere

Principal Coordinator

	United Nations Institute for Training and Research Operational Satellite Applications Programme
	Mr. Francesco Pisano

	United Nations Institute for Training and Research Operational Satellite Applications Programme
	Mr. Einar Bjorgo

	Office of the United Nations Commissioner for Refugees
	Mr. Luc St-Pierre

Senior Geographic Information Systems Officer

Head of Geographic Information and Mapping Unit Department of Operations

	United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
	Ms. Yolanda Berenguer

Space Education Programme Coordinator

Earth Observation Section, Division of Ecological and Earth Sciences

	World Meteorological Organization
	Ms. Jian Liu

WMO Space Programme

	United Nations Industrial Development Organization
	Mr. Vladimir Kozharnovich

Industrial Development Officer

Investment and Technology Branch

	International Telecommunication Union
	Mr. Attila Matas

BR Space Service Department


Member States of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space

	Member State
	Participant

	Albania
	Ms. Entela Gjika

First Secretary

	Algeria
	Mr. Said Khelifi

Minister Plenipotentiary

	Austria
	Mr. Helmut Boeck

Minister

	Austria
	Ms. Gabriele Jeun

	Canada
	Mr. Ahmed Shalabi

Counsellor

	China
	Mr. Jia Guide

Counsellor

	China
	Mr. Xu Zhongsheng

Third Secretary

	Colombia
	Mr. Ciro Arevalo

Deputy Ambassador

	Czech Republic
	Mr. Petr Havlik

Counsellor

	Germany
	Ms. Martina Hackelberg

	Germany
	Mr. Ulrich Huth

	Germany
	Ms. Ursula Elbers

	Germany
	Ms. Martina Hackelberg

Second Secretary

	Pakistan
	Mr. Ambassador Shahbaz

Head of Delegation

	Pakistan
	Mr. Sajid Bilal

First Secretary

	Pakistan
	Mr. Ishtiak Ahmed Akil

Second Secretary

	Russian Federation
	Mr. Sergey Rybkin

	Slovakia
	Mr. Tomas Hrbac

Counsellor

	South Africa
	Mr. Ma Mogadingwane

Second Secretary

	Sweden
	Ms. Jessica Hedin

First Secretary

	Thailand
	Ms. Mathurawee Wisuthakul

First Secretary

	United States of America
	Mr. Ken Hodgkins

Deputy Director
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