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INFORMATION NOTE

OPEN INFORMAL SESSION OF THE 

INTER-AGENCY MEETING ON OUTER SPACE ACTIVITIES

(20 January 2006, Paris, UNESCO Headquarters)


Following the note verbale dated 18 October 2005 (reference: OOSA/2005/04, CU 2005/184), concerning the open informal session of the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities, to be held in the afternoon of 20 January 2006, the Office for Outer Space Affairs, in its capacity as the secretariat of the Inter-Agency Meeting, wishes to transmit to the members of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, for their information, the provisional agenda of the open session as prepared by the focal points of the Inter-Agency Meeting. The representatives of the interested Committee members, whose names had been communicated to the Office, will be provided with further information on the logistical arrangements for the open session.


The United Nations Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities convenes annually, since 1975, to discuss current and future activities, emergent technologies of interest and other related matters. The meeting reports on its deliberations to the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. The meeting also compiles, on behalf of the Secretary-General, a report on the coordinated space-related activities of the United Nations system, which serves as a strategic tool for United Nations entities to further enhance inter-agency cooperation and avoid duplication of efforts related to the use of various space applications.


To provide a constructive mechanism for an active dialogue between the entities of the United Nations system and member States of the Committee, the Inter-Agency Meeting has, since 2004, held open informal sessions for members of the Committee. This year’s open informal session will address “Space technology for sustainable development and disaster management: opportunities within the United Nations system”. The open informal session will be briefed by the United Nations entities and members of the Committee on their space-related activities  that could enhance inter-agency cooperation. 
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