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II.

Substantive issues considered at the Meeting
C.
Involvement of United Nations entities in the Charter on Cooperation to Achieve the Coordinated Use of Space Facilities in the Event of Natural or Technological Disasters

35 (bis) The Meeting noted that since the United Nations had been granted access to the International Charter “Space and Major Disasters” as an authorized user in 2003, the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs had triggered the Charter 19 times for a range of major disasters following the request of UNOSAT. The Meeting further noted with appreciation that the Charter had continuously provided satellite data that was used for various humanitarian relief operations.

35 (ter) The Meeting noted that the Charter had a direct impact on the way the United Nations operated during natural and man-made disasters. The Meeting noted that staff working in the United Nations humanitarian relief agencies was aware of the Charter and how it could be used. The Meeting also noted that the availability and the opportunities provided by the Charter should be further publicized among the United Nations entities dealing with humanitarian relief efforts.

35 (quatr) The Meeting noted that the Charter Board had been requested to urgently enhance and expand the Charter, in order to further assist the United Nations to enhance its coordination of international disaster response by fully meeting the requirements of the humanitarian community.

H.
Participation of the entities of the United Nations system in the process of the Group on Earth Observations
I.
Lessons learned from applications of space technologies in support of disaster relief efforts
The Meeting noted the interest of a number of entities to review the lessons learned from the application of space applications in disaster management and reduction. The Meeting noted the importance of this discussion as in some situations, as soon as an emergency was successfully dealt with there was no follow-up as to what could have been improved with regard to the use of space applications for disaster management and reduction.

The Meeting noted with appreciation that UNOSAT was prepared to share its experience with the use of satellite data for disaster management and humanitarian relief operations. The Meeting further noted that analysis of the relief operations in response to the tsunami in the Indian Ocean had been done in the preparations for the implementation of the global tsunami warning system by IOC of UNESCO. The Meeting also noted that UNEP had published an environmental assessment of the tsunami hit areas along the coastline of the Indian Ocean and the final report of the task force that dealt with the environmental assessment of the tsunami in the Indian Ocean. Both documents contained information on lessons learnt from the use of space-based data in disaster management.

The Meeting agreed that the consideration of this item was very valuable for the Inter-Agency Meeting. The Meeting further agreed that United Nations humanitarian agencies should be specifically invited to discuss during the next session of the Inter-Agency Meeting the lessons learned from the application of space-based data for disaster relief efforts.

III.
Other matters


A.
Enhancement of the participation of United Nations entities in the work of the Committee and its subcommittees and the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities

55.
The Meeting noted that in its resolution 60/99 of 8 December 2005, the United Nations General Assembly requested entities of the United Nations system to continue and, where appropriate, to enhance their cooperation with the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and to provide it with reports on the issues dealt with in the work of the Committee and its subsidiary bodies.

55 (bis) The Meeting noted that participation in the work of the Committee by United Nations entities provided a great opportunity for the Inter-Agency Meeting to directly liaise with member States of the Committee with regard to any space-related initiative that would require the participation on a national level. The Meeting also noted that the Committee was positively disposed to cooperation with United Nations entities, as evidence by the interest of the member States in the open informal session of the Inter-Agency Meeting, which had been held immediately following the regular sessions of the Meeting for the past three years.

56.
The Meeting welcomed that the General Assembly, in its resolution 60/99 of 8 December 2005, encouraged entities of the United Nations system to participate fully in the work of the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities. The Meeting also noted that, at the request of the Inter-Agency Meeting at its twenty-fifth, the Office for Outer Space Affairs had sent targeted letters to the United Nations regional commissions, the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, the World Bank Group, the United Nations Development Programme, the United Nations Children’s Fund, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the Food and Agriculutre Organization of the United Nations and the Internation Maritime Organization, with a view to encouraging their participation in the sessions of the Inter-Agency Meeting.

56 (bis) The Meeting noted with appreciation the efforts of the Office for Outer Space Affairs to promote the sharing of information relating to the work of the Inter-Agency Meeting through the publication of the brochure “Space solutions for the world’s problems” and through regular electronic and official communications.
56 (ter) The Meeting agreed that the Office for Outer Space Affairs should be request to enquire with the United Nations entities that do not attend the sessions of the Inter-Agency Meeting to identify focal points within those organizations whom the Office would forward all of the documentation and communications pertaining to the work of the Inter-Agency Meeting. The Meeting also request the Office, as the secretariat of the Meeting, to forward the copies of all of the official communications to the focal points within the organizations to which the letters would be addressed.



