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Item 3. Adoption of the agenda

PROVISIONAL AGENDA

Opening meeting:
Wednesday, 18 January 2006, 10:00 a.m.


UNESCO Headquarters, Room VII (Level – 1)

1.
Opening of the session.

2.
Election of the Chairperson.

3.
Adoption of the agenda.

4.
Coordination of plans and programmes and exchange of views on current activities in the practical application of space technology and related areas:

(a)
Discussion of current and future plans of common interest, including consideration of how the activities of organizations of the United Nations system in the area of space science and technology and its applications relate to their mandated programmes;

(b)
Consideration of matters to be included in the report of the Secretary-General on the coordination of space-related activities within the United Nations system: direction and anticipated results for the period 2006-2007;
(c)
Consideration of matters to be included in a report on new and emerging initiatives and applications for space-related inter-agency cooperation;

(d)
Means of strengthening further inter-agency coordination and cooperation in space-related activities.
5.
Ways and means of establishing inventories of space-related resources, in particular data sets, space-based devices and educational and training materials.
6.
Involvement of United Nations entities in the Charter on Cooperation to Achieve the Coordinated Use of Space Facilities in the Event of Natural or Technological Disasters.

7. 
Space-related outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD).

8. 
Electronic information networking in the United Nations system.
9. 
Implementation of the recommendations of the Third United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE III).
10.
The participation of the entities of the United Nations system in the process of the Group on Earth Observations.
11.
Lessons learned from applications of space technologies in support of disaster relief efforts.

12.
Brochure entitled “Space solutions for the world’s problems: how the United Nations family uses space technology for achieving development goals”.

13. 
Other matters.

Annotations

1.
Opening of the session
2.
Election of the Chairperson
3.
Adoption of the agenda
4.
Coordination of plans and programmes and exchange of views on current activities in the practical application of space technology and related areas:

(a)
Discussion of current and future plans of common interest, including consideration of how the activities of organizations of the United Nations system in the area of space science and technology and its applications relate to their mandated programmes
Participants will be invited to briefly report on plans and programmes of their organizations in the applications of space technology. Emphasis may be placed on plans and programmes that have not been included in the organizations’ contributions to the report of the Secretary-General and to the report on new and emerging space-related technologies for inter-agency cooperation to be submitted to the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee. The draft reports will be discussed under agenda items 4 (b) and 4 (c) below.

(b)
Consideration of matters to be included in the report of the Secretary-General on the coordination of space-related activities within the United Nations system: directions and anticipated results for the period 2005 – 2006

The next Secretary-General’s report, covering the programme of work for the period of 2006 - 2007, will be submitted to the forty-third session of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee (Vienna, 20 February – 3 March 2006). The draft report, which will include contributions received from organizations of the United Nations system, will be forwarded to the participants in time for review before the twenty-sixth session of the Inter-Agency Meeting. As in previous years, the Meeting will finalize the report.

As previous reports, this report will emphasize the inter-agency cooperation and coordination of activities that support sustainable development. The report will be as inclusive as possible to reflect information provided by all entities of the United Nations system. At the same time, the report will not include exhaustive accounts of individual activities. At its twenty-third session in 2003, the Meeting agreed that United Nations entities should submit information following two general requirements: the information should be on major, new initiatives and/or on activities that involved coordination and cooperation by two or more United Nations entities.
At its twenty-fifth session, the Meeting recalled that the maximum length of reports originating from the United Nations Secretariat was 8,500 words (16 pages) and that the Meeting had agreed, at its 2003 session, that future reports of the Secretary-General should adhere to that page limit.

The draft report for review by the Meeting at its twenty-sixth session will be prepared in accordance with the above agreements and guidelines.

(c)
Consideration of matters to be included in the report on “New and emerging initiatives and applications for space-related inter-agency cooperation”

At its twenty-fifth session, the Meeting recalled that, during their 2003 sessions, the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and its Scientific and Technical Subcommittee had invited United Nations entities to submit annual reports on specific themes to the Subcommittee. The Meeting prepared its first additional report highlighting new and emerging space-related technologies for inter-agency cooperation at its twenty-fifth session. That report was subsequently submitted to the forty-second session of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, held in 2005. At its twenty-fifth session, the Meeting also agreed that the specific theme of its 2006 report would be “New and emerging initiatives and applications for space-related inter-agency cooperation.”

As the report of the Secretary-General mentioned above, this report should not exceed 8,500 words (16 pages) in length. The draft report, compiled based on contributions from organizations of the United Nations system, will be forwarded to the participants in time for review before the twenty-fifth session of the Inter-Agency Meeting. The Meeting will finalize the report.

(d)
Methods to strengthen further inter-agency coordination and cooperation in space-related activities

At its twenty-fifth session, the Meeting took note of a number of joint projects and initiatives carried out by United Nations entities. The Meeting also noted a number of invitations extended by representatives of several United Nations entities to the Meeting participants to become involved in joint initiatives.

Participants will be invited to discuss the existing methods of inter-agency cooperation in space related activities as well as ways to enhance such methods or establish new methods of inter-agency cooperation. Entities of the United Nations system might also wish to consider contributing to the work of the Committee and its subcommittees on various agenda items, including telemedicine, space and water, space and society and space law.

In its resolution 60/99, the United Nations General Assembly urged entities of the United Nations system, particularly those participating in the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities, to examine, in cooperation with the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, how space science and technology and their applications could contribute to implementing the United Nations Millennium Declaration, particularly in the areas relating to, inter alia, food security and increasing opportunities for education.

In its resolution 60/99, the General Assembly noted with satisfaction that the open informal meetings, held in conjunction with the annual sessions of the Inter-Agency Meeting and in which representatives of member States and observers of the Committee participated, provided a constructive mechanism for an active dialogue between the entities of the United Nations and the member States and observers of the Committee. Additionally, at its 2005 session, the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee noted that, immediately following its twenty-fifth session, on 2 February 2005, the Inter-Agency Meeting had held its second open informal session on the theme “Space technology for disaster management: opportunities within the United Nations system”.
Taking into consideration the interest of members of the Committee and the Inter-Agency Meeting to continue holding similar open informal sessions, the Inter-Agency Meeting will hold its third open session immediately following its annual session, on Friday afternoon, 20 January 2006. The Meeting has been requested to focus the discussions in the open session once again on space technology for disaster management. The theme for the meeting might be space technology for sustainable development and include a focus on disaster management and one or two other areas. The agenda will be prepared in consultation with the focal points of the Meeting and circulated in due course. The Inter-Agency Meeting may wish to consider the preparations for discussions during the open session and to refine the agenda as necessary.

5.
Ways and means to establish inventories of space-related resources, in particular datasets, space-based devices and education and training materials

At its 2005 session, the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee welcomed the consideration by the Inter-Agency Meeting, at its twenty-fifth session, of the matter of establishing inventories of space-related resources, in particular satellite data sets, space-based devices and educational and training materials. The Subcommittee noted that the establishment of such inventories would assist United Nations entities in utilizing existing resources more effectively.
At its twenty-fifth session, the Inter-Agency Meeting noted various options for creating inventories, including the experience of some entities with maintaining such inventories. In response to the request of the Meeting, the Office for Outer Space Affairs prepared, in consultation with interested participants of the Meeting, the first draft web page, which contains links to inventories of resources that could be shared. The web page is located at the following URL: www.uncosa.unvienna.org/inventories.

The participants will be invited to review the web page and make comments on how it can be filled with additional information.

6.
Involvement of United Nations entities in the Charter on Cooperation to Achieve the Coordinated Use of Space Facilities in the Event of Natural or Technological Disasters

At its twenty-fifth session, the Inter-Agency Meeting noted that the option of requesting satellite imagery from the Charter for carrying out disaster relief operations was open to all entities of the United Nations system, provided that the recipients of data respected copyrights, used satellite imagery internally, made the value added products available to all those responding to the emergency and provided a report on the use of the imagery to the executive secretariat of the Charter.

The Meeting also noted that it would be desirable if the Charter recognized national focal points of United Nations entities. In that regards, the Office for Outer Space Affairs held consultations with interested entities of the United Nations system and the Charter executive secretariat. The Office will brief the Meeting on its experience as the cooperating body of the Charter, including the preparations for the third United Nations-wide meeting on the “United Nations and the International Charter Space and Major Disasters”, to be held in Vienna, in February 2006. Participants will be invited to share their experiences with working with the Charter and share their views on how this opportunity could be better used.

7.
Space-related outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD)

In its resolution 60/99, the United Nations General Assembly noted with satisfaction the increased efforts of the Committee and its Scientific and Technical Subcommittee as well as the Office for Outer Space Affairs and the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities to promote the use of space science and technology and their applications in carrying out actions recommended in the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (“Johannesburg Plan of Implementation”).

At its 2005 session, the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and its Scientific and Technical Subcommittee noted that, based on the input provided by members of the Committee and entities of the United Nations system, the Office for Outer Space Affairs had continued to update the list of space-related initiatives and programmes that corresponded to recommendations contained in the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development. The Subcommittee also noted that the list had grown substantially over the previous year and that it served as a useful tool to avoid duplication of efforts and to create synergies among end-users and space-capability providers interested in implementing actions called for in the Plan of Implementation. The Committee agreed that the list should be continued to be updated.

Since the twenty-fifth session of the Inter-Agency Meeting, the Office for Outer Space Affairs has created a web page where the list is organized in a more user-friendly way. That web page is located at the following URL: http://www.uncosa.unvienna.org/wssd/index.html.

Participants will be invited to comment on the list and its contents as well as to discuss any other contributions that United Nations entities could make towards the implementation of the recommendations of the World Summit with the use of space technology. Participants might also wish to consider ways to continue to update the List and to increase reference to the List by policy makers, end-users and providers of space capability who would be implementing, or are planning to implement, actions called for in the Plan of Implementation.
8.
Electronic information networking in the United Nations system
At its twenty-fifth session, the Inter-Agency Meeting agreed that the focal points of the Meeting should provide the Office for Outer Space Activities with updated information on their space-related programmes and activities and the relevant website addresses, as well as on upcoming activities, for posting on the website. The Meeting also expressed its appreciation to the International Telecommunications Union for maintaining a web board and encouraged the focal points of United Nations entities to use that web board in preparing for future sessions of the Meeting.
The Office for Outer Space Affairs will brief the Meeting on the available electronic means for inter-agency cooperation. Participants might wish to comment on the contents of the website and the web-board, and suggest how electronic information networks could enhance inter-agency cooperation.

9.
Implementation of the recommendations of the Third United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE III)

At its forty-eighth session, the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space considered further steps to implement the recommendations of UNISPACE III. In particular, the Committee reviewed the outcomes of the General Assembly’s five-year review of the implementation of the recommendations of UNISPACE III, which was held on 20 October 2004, and discussed ways to implement the Plan of Action as contained in the Committee’s report to the General Assembly (A/59/174).

At its twenty-fifth session, the Inter-Agency Meeting agreed that entities of the United Nations system should examine the Plan of Action of the Committee with a view to identifying those actions which could be addressed by them or to which they could contribute. In this regard, participants might wish to discuss further action by the Inter-Agency Meeting in view of the Plan of Action.

10.
The participation of the entities of the United Nations system in the process of the Group on Earth Observations.

This is a new agenda item. Participants might wish to discuss the need for developing a system-wide strategy for participation in the process of the Group on Earth Observations. 

11.
Lessons learned from applications of space technologies in support of disaster relief efforts.

This is a new agenda item. Under this item, participants will be invited to share their experiences and lessons learned from applications of space technologies in support of disaster relief efforts by their respective entities.

12. 
Brochure entitled “Space solutions for the world’s problems: how the United Nations family uses space technology for achieving development goals”

At its twenty-fifth session, the Meeting agreed that the brochure had proved to be particularly useful in disseminating information on how the entities of the United Nations system were using space technology for sustainable development. The Meeting agreed that the revised brochure should be made available to the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and that the Office for Outer Space Affairs would revise the outline and text based on the comments received during the meeting and would circulate both among members of the Inter-Agency Meeting for their approval. The Meeting further agreed that the Office should explore the possibility of making the brochure available in the six official United Nations languages.

In response to the above decisions, the Office for Outer Space Affairs revised, finalized and published the brochure in English, French and Spanish languages and circulated it during the 2005 sessions of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and the UNESCO General Conference. The electronic version of the brochure in English, French and Spanish can be viewed and downloaded at the following URL: http://www.uncosa.unvienna.org.

Participants might wish to address the question of distribution of the brochure among decision makers in the area of social and economic development in national and international organizations.

13. 
Other matters
(a)
Enhancement of the participation of United Nations entities in the work of the Committee and its subcommittees

In its resolution 60/99, the United Nations General Assembly requested entities of the United Nations system and other international organizations to continue and, where appropriate, to enhance their cooperation with the Committee and to provide it with reports on the issues dealt with in the work of the Committee and its subsidiary bodies. The Assembly also encouraged entities of the United Nations system to participate fully in the work of the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities.

(b)
Future meetings
The Inter-Agency Meeting should decide the venue and dates for its 2007 session.

(c)
Additional matters
If time permits, additional matters that may come to the attention of the Inter-Agency Meeting will be discussed.

� The annotations are not part of the agenda adopted by the Inter-Agency Meeting.
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