OPEN, INFORMAL SESSION OF

THE INTER-AGENCY MEETING ON OUTER SPACE ACTIVITIES

World Meteorological Organization Headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland

Friday, 23 January 2004

INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS
A.
PLACE OF THE MEETING

Opening date and place of the session

1.
The first open, informal session of the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities will be held at the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) Headquarters in Geneva, located at the following address: 7 bis avenue de la Paix, CH-1211 Geneva 2. The WMO Headquarters can be accessed by taxi or public transportation - number 4 bus from the railway station in the direction of the Jardin Botanique and the number 28 bus from Geneva Airport (direction Jardin Botanique).

2.
The session will begin on Friday, 23 January 2004, at 14:30 in Salle B on the ground floor of the WMO building. 

Security: registration and conference badges

3.
Security regulations at the WMO require that all participants possess and wear at all times whilst in the building the WMO identity badges which will be provided to the participants when registering for the meeting at the entrance to Salle B.

4.
Participants are requested not to leave any luggage or briefcases unattended.

5.
Any lost property should be reported to the security guards who are stationed at the reception desk at the main entrance to the building. 

Catering services

6.
A cafeteria is located on the top floor of the building and is open from 07:30 to 17:30 hrs.  At lunch times, the cafeteria is also open to the public from 12:30 to 14:00 hrs. Payments should be made in Swiss Francs.

Medical services

7.
There is an infirmary on the ground floor, and access is through the assistance of one of the members of the WMO first aid team.

Travel services

8.
The official travel agency of WMO is Carlson Wagonlit and its offices are located on the ground floor of the building. The agency is open from 09:00 until 17:00 hrs.

Smoking

9.
The WMO building is a smoke free zone and smoking is not allowed in any of the Conference rooms, or offices. Smoking is only permitted on the Jura side terrace (exterior) of the cafeteria, or the exterior of the building.

Mobile telephone

10.
Use of mobile telephones is not allowed in any of the conference rooms.

Conference rooms

11.
Food and beverages are not allowed in any of the Conference rooms.

Secretariat

Office for Outer Space Affairs

United Nations Office at Vienna

Wagramerstrasse 5, A-1400 Vienna, Austria

TEL: 

+43 1 26060 4950

FAX:

+43 1 26060 5830

E-mail:
OOSA@unov.un.or.at
Web site:
http://www.oosa.unvienna.org
B.
TRAVEL INFORMATION
Language, Currency and Credit Cards

French is the language used in Geneva, and the currency is Swiss francs.

Climate

In January, winter conditions prevail in Geneva, with average temperatures ranging from –5° in the morning to a maximum of 4° in the afternoon.

Time Zone

GMT +1 in January

Electricity

The electric voltage is 220 volts.  A standard voltage converter and plug adapter should be sufficient for conversions. Normally, the electrical outlets in Geneva require a three-prong plug with round prongs.  Computer modems require a European plug adapter and phone jack adapter and it is suggested that if these items are required, participants should already have them in their possession.

Shopping

Shops are generally open from 09:00 to 19:00 on weekdays, 09:00 to 21:00 on Thursday, and from 08:30 to 18:00 on Saturdays. Shops are closed on Sundays 

Arrival at the International Airport of Geneva

Geneva International Airport (Cointrin) is located about 5 km from the centre of Geneva.. Public transport from the airport to the city centre is provided either by public transport (bus number 10), the fare being SFr 2.20 for one-way, and there is also a taxi stand, both of which are located in front of the arrival area of the airport. A taxi from the airport to the city centre costs approximately SFr 30.

Accommodation Suggested by WMO

1. Hotels located near WMO Headquarters:

Hotel Mon Repos ***

131 rue de Lausanne

Tel: +41 022 909 39 09

Fax: +41 022 909 39 93

http://www.hmrge.ch
Hotel Eden ***

135 rue de Lausanne

Tel: +41 022 716 37 00

Fax: +41 022 731 52 60

http://www.eden.ch
2. A complete list of hotels in Geneva can be found on the homepage of the Geneva Tourist Office: http://www.geneva-tourism.ch/.

