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Additions and comments from agencies to the draft Secretary-General’s report on “Coordination of outer space activities within the United Nations system: directions and anticipated results for the period 2004-2005”

(294 additional words)
II.
Policies and strategies pertaining to coordination of space-related activities

5 bis.
ECA will organize an ad hoc expert group meeting on the African Information Initiative and World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) phase II, which will consider the impact of WSIS on African development. Another ad hoc expert meeting, on geographic data as a national asset, will develop guidelines for African countries to adopt street addressing in the delivery of urban services and general geo-referencing. ECA will also hold the Fourth Meeting of the Committee on Development Information and the Subcommittees on Information and Communication Technologies and Geo-Information. (88 additional words)
III.
Upcoming space-related activities

A. Protecting the Earth’s environment and managing resources
16 bis.
ECA in cooperation with the Regional Centre for Mapping of Resources and Development (RCMRD) will provide advisory services to member countries on mapping equipment specifications, space technology applications for mapping of resources and the environment and development of spatial data infrastructures. (41 additional words)

27. The GeoNetwork initiative is the cornerstone of spatial data infrastructure development by FAO (see A/AC.105/792, para. 57). This internet-based spatial information catalogue and web map serving capacity is fully compliant with ISO 19115 metadata standards and OGC specifications. The operational GeoNetwork search interface can be found at www.fao.org/geonetwork. FAO, in cooperation with the World Food Programme – Vulnerability, Analysis and Mapping Unit (WFP-VAM), successfully implemented the first GeoNetwork national level capacity in Mozambique in September 2003, and thereby established substantial cooperation on food security related spatial database information among thirteen government and international agencies active in the country. Additional GeoNetwork Spatial Information Environment (SIE) deployments were made by WFP in South Africa, Uganda and Senegal. (22 additional words)
B. Using space applications for human security, humanitarian assistance, development and welfare

39 bis. Directly linked to the above project, mentioned in paragraph 39, UNHCR is collaborating with UNOPS on a project aiming at strengthening refugee population information management (including standards and indicators for assessment and monitoring) using GIS, remote sensing and GPS within refugee camps. The main objective is to support UNHCR major operations and to develop GIS capacities at the field level. UNOPS' role is to assist UNHCR in identifying, hiring and managing GIS experts. This project is expected to result in the development of a pool of GIS experts, which could be repeatedly used in new refugee situations that require such assistance. (101 additional words)
45. The FAO Environment and Natural Resources Service (SDRN) has proposed a methodology known as the Rapid Agricultural Disaster Assessment Routine (RADAR) to contribute to the rapid assessment of disasters caused by geophysical factors. RADAR makes use of various input data such as near-real time remote sensing and ground-based observation in combination with knowledge-based analysis and physical modelling derived from a detailed geo-referenced database of similar historical events. (1 additional word)
46. ICAO and WMO are involved in the implementation of the World Area Forecast System (WAFS), which uses satellite communication systems to distribute aeronautical meteorological forecasts in support of commercial aviation (see A/AC.105/780, para 167). These satellite systems are also used to distribute basic meteorological data as part of WMO global telecommunication system (GTS). Distribution of WAFS products via satellite systems constitutes a part of the meteorological component of the ICAO Communication, Navigation, Surveillance/Air Traffic Management (CNS/ATM) systems that  involve the use of satellite  technology to support international air navigation  and hence contribute to increased aviation safety. (1 less word)
E.
Using and improving satellite positioning and location capabilities
68. The ICAO Eleventh Air Navigation Conference, held in 2003, reconfirmed the ultimate goal of transition to satellite-based navigation for all phases of flight and developed guidance for gradual introduction of satellite-based navigation systems. In addition to the  Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) and its associated aircraft-based, satellite-based and ground-based augmentation systems which have already been standardized, work is underway to develop standards for ground-based regional augmentation system by 2005. Subsequent work will include the development of standards for new GNSS elements such as modernized Global Positioning System (GPS) of the United States of America, GLObal NAvigation Satellite System (GLONASS) of the Russian Federation and GALILEO of Europe. On matters related to navigation policy and the radio frequency spectrum, ICAO coordinates its work with IMO and ITU, respectively. (13 less words)
69. ICAO continues to coordinate closely with the Cospas-Sarsat Programme in matters relating to aircraft carriage of emergency locator transmitters (ELTs). Present ICAO provisions require that all ELTs installed after 1 January 2002, and all ELTs carried on aircraft after 1 January 2005, operate on 406 MHz and 121.5 MHz simultaneously to take full advantage of the contemporary Cospas-Sarsat  system that provides more reliable, accurate and timely accident alert and location data through digitized transmissions from 406 MHz ELTs. At the same time, research is continuing into how a low-cost 406 MHz solution may be found to the planned phase out in 2009 of satellite processing of 121.5 MHz signals. Assistance is also provided to the Cospas-Sarsat Programme and  States in urging 406 MHz ELT users to register on States’ ELT databases. Without recourse to registration details, rescue coordination centres will be unable to take advantage of the digitized data embedded in ELT signals that markedly assist rapid location and rescue of accident survivors. (28 less words)
F.
Capacity-building and education in space applications for sustainable development
70 bis.
ECA in collaboration with other organizations is planning to support a web-based distance learning programme to enable the alumni of the Regional Center for Training in Aerospace Surveys (RECTAS) and the geo-information community in Africa to keep abreast with new developments in information and communication technology and space technology. In 2004 and 2005, ECA will also organize a seminar on cooperative mechanisms for management of information resources and services and 3 sub-regional training workshops on spatial data standards, clearing-house and metadata. (81 additional words)
H. Other activities

77. The Second Administrative Level Boundaries data set project (SALB) is the first attempt, proposed by the United Nations system, to take advantage of existing administrative boundaries data sets and to meet the general need for a consistent global coverage down to the second administrative level within the context of the United Nations Geographic Database project and UNGIWG. Coordinated by WHO, the SALB project has the active support of more than 50 entities of the United Nations system and other entities. More information on this subject can be obtained at: www3.who.int/whosis/gis/salb/salb_home.html. The SALB project is using the FAO GeoNetwork ISO standard for its metadata and is making approved maps
available through the network. (2 additional words)
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