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Item 3. Adoption of the agenda

AGENDA

Opening meeting:
Wednesday, 21 January 2004, 10:00 a.m.


Salle B, Ground Floor of the WMO building

1.
Opening of the session.

2.
Election of the Chairperson.

3.
Adoption of the agenda.

4.
Coordination of plans and programmes and exchange of views on current activities in the practical application of space technology and related areas:

(a) Discussion of current and future plans of common interest, including consideration of how the activities of organizations of the United Nations system in the area of space science and technology and its applications relate to their mandated programmes;

(b) Consideration of matters to be included in the report of the Secretary-General on the coordination of outer space activities within the United Nations system: directions and anticipated results for 2004 – 2005 and a report to the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee on major accomplishments and work of the United Nations system in space-related areas;

(c) Methods to strengthen further inter-agency coordination and cooperation in space-related activities.

5. 
Involvement of the United Nations entities in the Charter on Cooperation to Achieve the Coordinated Use of Space Facilities in the Event of Natural or Technological Disasters.

6. 
Space-related outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development.

7. 
Electronic information networking in the United Nations system.

8. 
Implementation of the recommendations of the Third United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE III).

9. 
Draft revised brochure on “Space solutions for the world’s problems: how the United Nations family is using space technology for sustainable development.”

10. 
Other matters.

Annotations

1.
Opening of the session
2.
Election of the Chairperson
3.
Adoption of the agenda
4.
Coordination of plans and programmes and exchange of views on current activities in the practical application of space technology and related areas

(a)
Discussion of current and future plans of common interest, including consideration of how the activities of organizations of the United Nations system in the area of space science and technology and its applications relate to their mandated programmes
The participants representing the organizations of the United Nations system will be invited to briefly report on plans and programmes of their organizations in the applications of space technology. Emphasis may be placed on those plans and programmes that have not been included in their contributions to the report by the Secretary-General and to the report to be submitted to the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, which will be discussed under item 4 (b) below.

(b)
Consideration of matters to be included in the report of the Secretary-General on the coordination of outer space activities within the United Nations system: directions and anticipated results for 2004 – 2005 and a report to the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee on major accomplishments and work of the United Nations system in space-related areas

The next Secretary-General’s report, covering the programme of work for 2004 - 2005 and future years, will be submitted to the forty-first session of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee (Vienna, 16-27 February 2004). The draft report, which includes contributions received from organizations of the United Nations system, will be forwarded to the participants in time for review before the twenty-fourth session of the Inter-Agency Meeting. As in previous years, the Meeting will finalize the report.

At its twenty-third session, the Meeting noted that the maximum length of reports originating from the United Nations Secretariat was 16 pages and agreed that future reports of the Secretary-General should adhere to that page limit. The Meeting also agreed that submissions of United Nations entities should contain information based on two general criteria: major, new initiatives and/or activities that involved coordination and cooperation by two or more United Nations entities. The draft report for review by the Meeting at its twenty-fourth session was prepared in accordance with the above agreement reached by the Meeting.
Having noted the desire of participating United Nations entities to keep the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee fully informed about their important ongoing space activities, the Meeting agreed to invite the Subcommittee to consider requesting annual reports from United Nations entities on specific themes. The Subcommittee subsequently invited United Nations entities to submit annual reports on specific themes. The Subcommittee also encouraged United Nations entities to consider reporting on their work relevant to specific agenda items of the Committee and its subcommittees. 

Following the 2003 session of the Committee, the Office for Outer Space Affairs proposed
 to the focal points of the Inter-Agency Meeting that interested UN entities might consider submitting reports for the following new agenda items to be considered by the Committee and the Subcommittee at their sessions in 2004: i) space-system based telemedicine; ii) space and education; and iii) space and water.

(c)
Methods to strengthen further inter-agency coordination and cooperation in space-related areas

At its twenty-third session, the Inter-Agency Meeting agreed to provide input to be considered by the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee during the final year of the work plan for its agenda item entitled “Means and mechanisms for strengthening inter-agency cooperation and increasing the use of space applications and services within and among entities of the United Nations.” The recommendations made by the Meeting to the Committee and the Subcommittee, in this regard, are reflected in the report of the Meeting on its twenty-third session (A/AC.105/791, paras. 20, 30 and 36).

In concluding its work plan, the Subcommittee endorsed the recommendation of the Inter-Agency Meeting that an open informal session, to which member States of the Committee would be invited, should be held in conjunction with the annual session of the Meeting, starting with its session in 2004. Pursuant to the agreement of the Meeting, the agenda of the first open informal session was prepared in consultation with the focal points of the Meeting (see attached the agenda of the open informal session). The Inter-Agency Meeting may wish to consider the preparations for discussions during the open session and to refine the agenda as necessary.

The Subcommittee also endorsed other proposals based on the recommendations of the Inter-Agency Meeting concerning the submission of annual reports on specific themes (see the annotation for agenda item 4(b) above) and the completion of a list of space-related initiatives and programmes that respond to specific action recommended in the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (see the annotation for agenda item 6 below).

5. 
Involvement of the United Nations entities in the Charter on Cooperation to Achieve the Coordinated Use of Space Facilities in the Event of Natural or Technological Disasters (the International Charter “Space and Major Disasters”)

The Inter-Agency Meeting agreed that the International Charter “Space and Major Disasters” was an important initiative and fully supported its goals. The Meeting also agreed that more discussion was needed on certain issues relating to the Charter, for instance the possibility and circumstances for the Charter to be triggered during humanitarian or refugee crises.

In July 2003, the Office for Outer Space Affairs became a cooperating body of the International Charter “Space and Major Disasters,” a mechanism through which UN entities can request and receive satellite images to support disaster response activities.  In accordance with the arrangements made with the Charter, the Office compiled a list of focal points among the entities of the United Nations system that have capability to process the satellite data requested under the Charter. The Office will brief the Meeting on its experience as the cooperating body of the Charter, including the cases in which the Charter was triggered through the Office.

6. 
Space-related outcomes of the World Summit on Sustainable Development

In its resolution 58/89, adopted on 9 December 2003, the United Nations General Assembly noted with satisfaction the increased efforts of the Committee and its Scientific and Technical Subcommittee as well as the Office for Outer Space Affairs and the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities to promote the use of space science and technology and their applications in carrying out actions recommended in the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (“Johannesburg Plan of Implementation”).

At its twenty-third meeting, the Inter-Agency Meeting had before it a preliminary draft list of actions recommended in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation with direct or potential relevance to space science and technology and their applications. The Meeting agreed that United Nations entities should be invited to complete the list with space-related initiatives and programmes that they would carry out and that respond to the recommendations. The Meeting also agreed that at its next session, in 2004, it would review the completed list to ensure the harmonized and balanced presentation of all relevant initiatives and programmes within the United Nations.

The Meeting will have before it a list of space-related initiatives and programmes within the United Nations system that respond to specific recommendations contained in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, as communicated to the Office for Outer Space Affairs by the entities of the United Nations system.

Based on a recommendation of the Inter-Agency Meeting, the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee invited member States of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space to conduct a similar exercise. The information submitted by member States of the Committee will be made available for the Meeting for information.

7. 
Electronic information networking in the United Nations system.

At its twenty-third session, the Inter-Agency Meeting agreed that the focal points of the Meeting should review the information contained in the web site of the Office for Outer Space Affairs on the coordination of outer space activities within the United Nations system (www.uncosa.unvienna.org) and submit updated information. The Meeting also welcomed the offer by ITU to host and administer the IAM web board and agreed that the board would be used, together with e-mailing, for the preparation of the 2004 session of the Inter-Agency Meeting. The Meeting agreed that at its next session, in 2004, it would review the experience with the use of the web board.

8. 
Implementation of the recommendations of the Third United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE III)

In its resolution 58/89, the United Nations General Assembly urged all entities of the United Nations system conducting space-related activities to take the necessary action for the effective implementation of the recommendations of UNISPACE III, in particular its resolution entitled “The Space Millennium: Vienna Declaration on Space and Human Development.” The Assembly also noted with satisfaction that the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space made further progress in the preparation of its report for submission to the Assembly, in order for it to review and appraise, at its fifty-ninth session, in 2004, the implementation of the outcome of UNISPACE III and to consider further actions and initiatives (“UNISPACE III+5 Review”).

At its forty-sixth session, in June 2003, the Committee finalized the outline of the report and agreed that the entities of the United Nations system should be invited to submit reports on their activities in response to the recommendations of UNISPACE III. The first draft of the report will be considered by the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee at its next session, in February 2004. Section III, “Progress achieved in implementing recommendations,” sub-section C, “Activities of the entities of the United Nations system that contributed to the implementation of the recommendations of UNISPACE III,” of the draft report was prepared taking into account the information and reports that had been submitted by entities of the United Nations system in response to invitations by the Committee and its Scientific and Technical Subcommittee in 2003.

The Meeting will have before it the draft report of the Committee for UNISPACE III+5 Review (A/AC.105/C.1/L.272 and Addenda). The Meeting may wish to provide further comments in particular for sub-section C of section III.

9. 
Draft revised brochure on “Space solutions for the world’s problems: how the United Nations family is using space technology for sustainable development”

Following the agreement of the Inter-Agency Meeting at its twenty-third session, the Office for Outer Space Affairs revised the brochure, entitled “Space Solutions for the World’s Problems: How the United Nations Family is Using Space Technology for Sustainable Development”. The brochure was distributed on the occasion of the first phase of the World Summit on the Information Society and the General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

The Meeting agreed to consider at its twenty-fourth session, in 2004, a future, full revision of this brochure.
10. 
Other matters.
(a)
Future meetings
The Inter-Agency Meeting should decide the venue and dates for its next session, in 2005.

(b)
Additional matters
As time permits, additional matters that may come to the attention of the Inter-Agency Meeting will be discussed.
� The annotations are not part of the agenda adopted by the Inter-Agency Meeting.


� Per communication by electronic mail on 19 October 2003.
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